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During the past two years, several events that call into question 
Canadian immigration policy have captured the attention of the 
media and the general public. 


In a recent report entitled "Perspectives on Immigration", the 
Canada Employment and Immigration Advisory Council (CEIAC) 
recommended seventeen general and specific measures to the 
Minister of Employment and Immigration, based on an analysis of 
the perceptions of three major opinion groups, namely opinion 
leaders, the media and the public at large. 


The Council's recommendations deal in particular with refugees, 
immigration policy and its implementation, and emigration. 


The Council discovered a general lack of knowledge of immigration 
matters in the course of its research. The report emphasizes the 
need to implement a communication strategy designed to inform and 
educate the Canadian public on the importance of immigration to 
Canada's future. 


As the Chairperson of the Council's Immigration Committee, 

Helen K. Sinclair, said, "we wanted to know the views of opinion 
leaders, the nature of the coverage given to immigration by the 
media, and public opinion as reflected in various Surveys; we 
realized, from the beginning of our research, the need to better 
inform the Canadian public of the critical role of immigration in 
the economic and demographic future of our country." 


The report draws some conclusions about the level of knowledge of 


the different opinion groups regarding immigration and discusses 
the possible existence of racial prejudices in Canada. 


Canada a 


Three other documents will be made public in the fall of 1988; 
they deal with the three opinion groups analyzed by the Council, 
namely the voice of Canadian opinion leaders, an analysis of the 
media and a review of surveys on the subject of immigration. 


Copies of "Perspectives on Immigration: Final Report" can be 
obtained free of charge by writing or calling: 


Canada Employment and Immigraion 
Advisory Council 
Place du Portage 
3rd floor, Phase II 
165 Hotel de Ville 
Hull, Quebec 
K1A 0J9 
(819) 994-2417 


For further information, call: 


Helen K. Sinclair (416) 866-4291 
Chairperson, Committee on Immigration 


Jacques Vasseur (514) 767-1919 
Chairman, pags Employment and Immigration Advisory 
Council 


MariGayl Lanctdt (819) 953-2080 


Executive Director, Canada Employment and Immigration 
Advisory Council 


Attachment: Backgrounder on Canada Employment and Immigration 
Advisory Council 
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WHAT IS 
THE CANADA EMPLOYMENT AND IMMIGRATION ADVISORY COUNCIL? 


The CEIAC was created in August 1977, by an Act of 
Parliament (Bill C-27). 


Its role is "to advise the Minister of Employment 
and Immigration on all matters to which his or her powers, 
duties and functions extend" and to present a yearly report 
of its activities to the Minister. The Minister is then 
required to table the report in Parliament. 


The Council is composed of a Chairman and no fewer 
than fifteen or no more than twenty-one members appointed by 
the Governor-in-Council. The Chairman's term is specified 
by the Governor-in-Council; the other members are appointed 


for terms not exceeding three years. 


One-third of the members are appointed after 
consultation with organizations representative of employers 
and one-third after consultation with organizations 
representative of workers. No consultation is prescribed 


for the remaining third. 


Since its inception, the Council has produced 19 
reports on major issues ranging from a study on Part-Time 
Employment in 1981 to the report "Canada's Single-Industry 
Communities: In Search of a New Partnership” which was 


released in March, 1988. 


For further information call the Executive 
Director of the Advisory Council at (819) 994-1652, or 


write: 


Canada Employment and Immigration Advisory Council 
Phase II, 3rd Floor 

Place du Portage 

165 Hdtel de Ville 

Hull, Quebec 

K1A 0J9 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2023 with funding trom 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31/61116378548 
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